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Abstract: Thc authors proposc and analyzc, in a complcmcntary manner, a model or 

ancicnt perccption of thc sacrcd landscapc during classical Dacian pc1iod, by classical 
archacological mcans and trough spatia) analyscs . A site isundcrstood as an asscmblagc betwccn 
thc archacological rcmains and thcir host cnvironmcnt. 

Thc prcsent study cxplores a possiblc cultural model or usc and organization of thc 
public sacrcd spacc in the late Dacian period (211d ccntury BC - r1 ccntury AD).Thc basis for 
thesc hypothescs will bc rcprcscntcd by complex analyscs or thc rclationships cstablishcd 
bctwccn possibly sacrcd Dacian sitcs and thcir cnvironmcnt. Wc will aim at thc idcntiiication 
and rcmodcling of human past expcricnccs or pcrcciving sacrcd spaccs and sacrcd landscapc, as 
aspccts that may cnrich the archacological in forniation obtaincd through classical mcthodology. 

Since wc will investigate only a fcw particular aspccts of sacrcd sitcs from thc classical 
Dacian period, wc will refer hcrc ncithcr to thcir analysis and classi fi cation nor to thc general 
problems connectcd to thc choicc of a sacrcd place in othcr cultural arcas. For thc issuc of 
sacred places selcction and classi iication in othcr culturcs, wc namc contributions or  authors likc 
L.  Lcvy-Bruhl ( 1 935), M. Eliade ( 1 992) or thc studics publishcd as resuit to thcmatic col loquia 
( Gifts to the Gods 1 987). Also for thc subjcct rcgarding thc issuc or cult placcs and Dacian 
tcmples wc mcntion H. Daicoviciu ( I  972, p.  204-220), D. Antonescu ( 1 984), Al. Vulpe ( 1 986, 
p. 1 O 1 - 1 1 1  ) ,  N. Conovici and G. Trohani ( 1 988 ,  p. 205-2 1 7), I . H .  Crişan ( 1 993,  p. 78- 1 22), S. 
Sanie ( 1 995) and V. Sîrbu ( 1 993;  1 995,  p.  3 1 4-329; 20062, p. 2 1 -86). 

Wc arc putting forward a proposal for an alternative invcstigation of thc past, intcndcd to 
cnrich thc c lassical archacology pcrccption through thc cxploration or a ncw set or qucstions and 
answcrs. Wc state that thc archaeological cxcavation is not thc only rncthod for cxamining and 
rcconstructing thc past as new tcchnologics and rncthods may add distinct valuc to thc 
knowlcdgc in this fie Id. In fact, in tcnns of mcthodology, wc wi ll compare a set of conclusions 
obtaincd through archacological mcans with intcrprctations suggcstcd by spatia) analyscs, 
undcrlying thc similaiitics and thc di tTcrcnccs. 

For this study wc will consider four or thc mast important Dacian sitcs, situatcd in high 
locations, in diffcrcnt arcas with pa1ticular landscapc: Pietroasa Mică-Gruiu Dării, Buzău 
County (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 1 ;  Sîrbu 2004, p. 1 83-2 1 4; Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005), Ocniţa, Vâlcea 
County (Bcrciu 1 98 I ;  Bcrciu, Iosifaru, Diaconescu 1 993,  p. 1 49- 1 56), Moigrad-Mcigura 
Moigradului, Sălaj County (Macrca, Russu, Mitrofan 1 962, p.  485-502; Matei ,  Pop 200 1 ,  p.  
253-277) and Augustin-Tipia Ormenişului, Braşov County (Costea 2006, p. 1 75-208), al l  of the 
monumcnts dated between 1 50 BC - 1 06 AD. 
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Wc will analyzc i r  and in what way the four sites follow a pattem and cstabl ish, at the 
samc time, their distinctivcness as complex landscapes uscd by humans and as sources for ritual 
bchaviors. Thc intcgration of monumcnts, arti facts and rituals into a greater geographical scale 
may i l lustratc a largcr context in which thc rclations bctwcen communities bccome visible. 

The Dacian communitics gencrally prefened as cult sites locations with particular 
fcatures: high impressive hilly or mountain massifs, considerably highcr than the sunounding 
relief� difficult to cl imb, gcncrating a great visual impact, sometimes located nearby natural 
strategic rcsourccs (salt, imn). 

The monument assemblage from Augustin-Tipia Ormenişului was regarded as a sacred 
Dacian centcr; similar to thc political and religious capital of Sannizegetusa Regia (Glodariu et 
al. 1 996, p. 1 09- 1 30) ,  but thc other thrce mentioncd sites (Moigrad-Măgura Moigradului, 
Ocniţa and Pietroasa Mică-Gruiu Dării) wcrc initially considered settlements, fortresses or 
necropoliscs. Latcr invcstigations or reconsidcrations of  oldcr excavations i l lustrated a variety of 
cultic mani festations, cithcr as cult structures or  as invcntory, thereforc claiming that in these 
places humans perfonncd depositional activitics with cc11ain intentionality (Sîrbu 1 995, p. 3 1 4-
329; 2004, p. 1 83-2 1 4; 2006, p. 2 1 -86). Thc lack of dwelling complcxcs or othcr typical 
anncxcs for a dwel ling may indicate the diffcrent f'unctionality of thesc sites .  

Thc development of our reasoning, prescnted in this study and the resulted final 
considcrations had as main grounds the following dccisions of interpreting the archaeological 
discoverics from thc sitcs in qucstion. 

I .  The largc cdificcs with a circular plan or rectangular plan with an apsidal room or 
rectangular plan with alignments of basis for columns werc interprctcd as public cult edifices or 
tcmples. A similar intcrprctation for this typc of cdificcs comcs from H .  Daicoviciu ( 1 972, p. 
204-220), D. Antonescu ( 1 984), Al. Vulpe ( 1 986, p .  1 0 1 - 1 1 1 ), N. Conovici and G .  Trohani 
( 1 988,  p. 205-2 1 7), I .  H. Crişan ( 1 993,  p. 78- 1 22), S. Sanie ( 1 995), V. Sîrbu ( 1 993 ;  1 995,  p. 
3 1 4-329; 20062, p. 2 1 -86) and FI .  Costea (2006). 

2. The asscmblagcs of itcms depositcd in closed contexts (pits, mounds, underground 
chambers) il lustrating a positivc sclcction of the invcntorics, following a certain pattem in 
inventory selection, aspect and spacc distribution, usually associated in groups of complexcs of 
the same type, which cannot bc considercd dwcl lings, regular gravcs or isolated hoards, were 
intcrprctcd by us as intcntional dcposits for various possiblc purposes, most l ikely with votive 
intcntions, in our opinion (Dupoi ,  Sîrbu 200 1 ;  Sîrbu 2004; Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005; Sîrbu 
2006 1 ;  Sîrbu 20062) 

3 .  The archaeological sites, which consistcd, mainly, cither of groups of intentional ly 
made deposits (pits, mounds, underground chambers) or of assemblages of severa] cult edifices, 
were intcrprcted as sacred places (Sîrbu 2006 1 ;  Sîrbu 20062. p. 48-62) . 

During pai1icular spatial analyscs pcrfonncd in time ovcr these sitcs (Sîrbu, Ştefan 2004; 
Ştefan, Duţescu 2005; 2006), ccrtain similaritics regarding the environment charactcristic to 
sacred placcs and rclations with thc contemporaneous sites located in the surroundings, became 
understandable for a reasonably large arca. 

Thcrcfore, wc had thc premises to stai1 an investigation for the purpose of validating or 
rejecting thc existcnce of a cultural model regarding the sacred natural space, which might 
generate a common cultural behavior. 

Historical premises 
Some writtcn sources suggcst thc cxistencc of an important Dacian centre at 

Sannizegetusa Regia (Ptolemaios I I I ,  8,  4). Archaeologically, this centre was identified with 
Grădiştea de Munte, in the Orăştici Mountains, whcrc the first sanctuaries can be dated back to 
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thc I st century BC. The site was considcrcd thc capital of the Dacian state, connected with cultic, 
social, and politica! e lite, which initiatcd a process or centralization or the Dacian communities 
(Daicoviciu 1 972, p. 1 38- 1 39, 207-2 1 O; C1işan 1 993-I I ,  p. 8 1 -97; Glodariu et al. 1 996, p. 83-
1 40;  Sîrbu 2006 i ,  p.  25-27; 20062, p.  33-35) .  

Imp011ant changes in various ficlds or  the spiritual l ifc became noticeable starting with 
thc middlc of thc sccond century BC, with a relative homogeneous character. They appear in the 
entire spacc inhabitcd by the Dacian comrnunities: the disappearance of regular graves, the 
building o f largc ternplcs (apsidal edificcs or with alignrnents or colunms), the increased number 
of deposits of si lvcr coins and othcr si lvcr itcms, the intensification of human sacrifices and use 
of figurative rcprcscntations on rnctals or ceramic (Sîrbu 1 993, p. 1 27- 1 28 ;  20062, p. 1 63 - 1 65) .  

One rnay consider such a large-scale proccss characterized by the appearance of simi lar 
typcs of tcmplcs and official patterns of cultic manifCstations in an extended space, as linked to 
a cc11ain rcligious authmity associatcd with thc politica! power. 

In this context, wc notice that severa! sitcs bclonging to the same period, obviously 
excrnpli fy a di ffcrcnt fonn of cultic mani fcstation, di iTcrent in comparison with the official 
model rcprcscntcd by thc pan Dacian ccntcrs from Sannizegetusa Regia (Glodariu et al. 1 996, 
p. I 09- 1 30) and Augustin - Tipia Ormenişului (Costea 2006, p. 1 75-208). This reality may raise 
qucstions about politica! and social diffcrcnccs, about conflict and competition inside the Dacian 
communitics, or cvcn about ccrtain regional authority . Among these distinct centers (regional), 
wc wi ll analyze Moigrad-Măgura Moigradului, Ocniţa and Pietroasa M ică-Gruiu Dârii. 

Landscape Archaeology 
W e consider thc environmcnt to be an essential and integrating element which contains 

(possibly detennincs) the material aspects of human activities and beliefs which is why it i s  
mandatmy that one take i t  into consideration in a complete deiinition of a site (regardless of  its 
type). Usually defincd as landscape (Si lva, Pizziolo, 2005; Lock 2003, p. 1 64, Bender 1 993) this 
kind of spacc, associatcs to natural clements a cognitive value resulted from perccptions and 
idcntity structurcs, always various and dynamic, gcncrating a multitude of circumstances. 
Thcrcforc, through pcrniancnt transfonnation of nature by humans into landscape and its 
valorization in a cultural way, thc spacc becomcs thc objcct of study not only for geographers 
but also for archaeologists and anthropologists. 

The rclativcly recent phenomenon of giving a spatial dimcnsion to the archaeological 
thought, combincd with p1imary classical invcstigation mcthods used in archaeology may offer 
alternative solutions to common questions such as: Which were the reasons that led a certain 
community to choose a distinct place when raising a settlement, fortress or sacred place? Which 
1rns the visualZv observed a rea from a certain point in the land? ln 1vhat way are these aspects 
significant in the definition of relations. which govern communities or groups of communities? 
Jn it·hat 1my particular communities integrate the landscape in the assembZv of a sacred place? 
May one state a model of choosing, use and organizing the environment in relation to the 
character of the structures and archaeological contexts identified ins ide? 

Using the a lready traditional instrumcnts and mcthods of landscape archaeology, we wil l  
hy to cxplore the cultural dimension of the environment and propose land usc models regarding 
speci fic elements . A proper rciining or the conc lusions will be possible only through the 
intcgration and cvaluation or the archacological analyses, offe1ing a larger comparative 
perspective. Thc main critique made against the spatial analytical tools is in regard to the 
diiliculty expericnccd in working with non-quantitative data and the failure of representing 
individual perspcctives thorough simple maps (Peterson 1 998;  Til ley 1 994). We acknowledge 
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thc diachronic state of the proccss of rcgaining thc spatia! pcrccption . Wc rccognizc that thc data 
used for intcITogations is selectcd and defincd by rcscarchcrs and may bc subjcctivc. 

Spatia) analyses and methods1 

The relief modcls, in which onc analyzes possiblc acccss routcs bctwcen diffcrcnt points 
locatcd in thc land, make usc of a paiticular typc of analysis called Slope Ana�vsis (Fig.4. 1 . ;  
5.2 . ;  8.4.; 14.3). Thc relief areas with a mild slope arc rcprcscnted with light color and thc stecp 
slopcs with a dark color. Thc impmtant acccss roads follow, in the idea of cffort diminution, 
routcs with soft relief transitions .  This way, routcs that arc longer, but !css bumpy, might bc 
pre iCITcd, a l lowing thc circulation, for cxamplc, of chariots with mcrchandisc and supplics. 

Thc Visual Analysis (Fig.4.2. ; 14.1 .) is  onc of thc spatia !  invcstigations, which most 
implies thc idea of a personal pcrception of spacc (Ga!Tncy, Stancic 1 99 1 ;  Madry, Rakos 1 996; 
van Lcuscn 2004) Elcvation calculus takcs away from thc visually obscrvcd arca thc rcgions 
obstructcd by highcr relief locatcd in sight. Thc resuit is a map, which rcprcscnts thc 
suITounding tcITitmy of a site visual ly obscrvablc and casy to control .  Why is this !'act valuablc? 
The visiblc spatia !  clements, natural or human madc, furnish a human uni verse with significancc 
and internai  logic, possiblc intcrconncctcd. On onc sidc, wc investigate thc visual impact of thc 
sitcs in thc suITounding tcITitory and on thc othcr side, thc areas locatcd in its direct controllcd 
pcrimctcr. 

In thc dynamic rclation establishcd bctwccn man and cnvironmcnt, altitudc changcs, thc 
prescncc of natural obstaclcs, watercourscs, pcnnancntly condition thc human communitics to 
adjust. Even thc circulation bctwcen two points locatcd insidc a real gcographical spacc, wil l  bc 
inf1ucnccd by this .  That is why thc quantification of thc cffort consumcd for a movcment in 
spacc bccomcs impmtant in order to rcconstruct ancicnt circulation routcs and to cstabl ish which 
of thc natural rcsources locatcd closcr or more far away could bc actually uscd and in what way 
pcoplc in thc past could cxchangc gi fts and mcrchandisc (Kvammc 1 999; Gaffocy, Stancic, 
Watson 1 995 ; Madry, Rakos 1 996; Bintl iff 1 984). Least Cost Swface Analysis proposcd us, 
according to c ffmt and timc consumcd whcn crossing thc relief, di fTcrcnt spatia! matrixcs 
around thc site as tcnitmics with possiblc diffcrcnt usagc for thc comrnunity travcling Crom or to 
the site. 

Augustin- Tipia Ormenişului, Braşov County. This site is rcmarkablc, locatcd on top of a 
quitc inaccessiblc mountain, cnjoying a dominant position in thc 1ivcr Olt Pass (Fig.2. 1 .), 
clcvatcd with more than 200m abovc thc smrnunding lands (absolute clcvation 755 .9111); the 
surrounding arca was intcnscly inhabitcd, as thc site was includcd in an asscmblagc of civil 
scttlcmcnts and fortrcsscs (Fig.4). 

Tipia Ormenişului is  a massif composcd of volcanic and scdimcntary rocks with stccp 
slopcs, somctimcs almost vc1tical ;  thc acccss was possiblc only on thc Southcrn sidc. It consists 
from an uppcr platcau, with an oval clongatcd shapc, and a total surfacc of 35001112 and six main 
tcITaccs (Fig.3 . 1 .) all locatcd on thc Southcrn sidc (Glodariu, Costea 1 99 1 ,  p .  2 1 -40; Costea 
2002, p. 26-4 1 ;  Costea 2006) . 

On the tcITaccs, it was only until thc middlc of thc first ccntury BC that the site 
functioncd as a scttlcment with numcrous dwcll ings (Costea 2006, p . 1 69- 1 72). At somc point, 
aftcr the middlc of thc I st ccntu1y BC, largc-scalc activitics of reorganizing thc spacc took place 
herc: a levcling with rock pavement of thc prcvious strnctures, thc crection on thc platcau of a 
suITounding stoncwall on the Eastcrn, Southcrn and Western side (thc Nmthcrn slope is a 

1 For a more detailed presentation of spatia( archaeology methods used and adaptcd by us and presentation of 
associated objectives, as wel l  as a more complete bibliography sec Ştefan, Duţescu 2005 ; 2006 
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vertical abyss), thc construction of severa! tcrraces strcngthcncd with supporting wal ls, thc 
disappearancc of dwell ings, the erection of severa! large cult edifices, sometimcs (in thc 
Northwestcm part of the platcau) multiply ovcrlappcd (a succession of threc edifices) . 

The cult edifices erected on Tipia Ormenişului werc datcd atlcr thc stratigraphic 
sequcnce and types of ceramic as beginning in thc sccond half of thc second century BC until 
the Roman conqucst (Costea 2006, p.296). 

Bccausc thc cult cdificcs from Tipia Ormenişului wcre rccently publishcd (Costea 2006) 
and a scrics of data are also present in this volume, in a study signcd by FI. Costea, A. Bălos, L. 
Savu, we wil l  not dctail thcm, but only mcntion severa! cssential  aspccts, as neccssary in our 
invcstigation. 

On thc Eastcm sidc of thc plateau, the archaeologists discovered a large rectangular 
bui lding surrounded by an apsidal structure and a towcr and, on thc Central-Western sidc, 
occupying two thirds of thc plateau, severa! cult cdi ficcs, circular and rectangular, with 
alignrncnts of colurnns (Fig.3.1 .) .  

Eight cult cdificcs (Fig.2.2.;  3 . 1 .) were discovcrcd on Tipia Ormenişului, four of which 
werc rectangular with columns alignmcnts, two wcrc madc out of limcstonc and two of volcanic 
rock, thrce were circular (two of which had a complex plan). Scvcn of these tcmplcs wcre 
discovcred insidc thc plateau walls, intra muros, and onc of thern on thc third tcrracc. One may 
noticc in the North western side of the plateau the succcssion of thrce cult edificcs. 

Wc mcntion a rectangular building with alignments of foundations for columns rnadc out 
of limcstonc, 01icntatcd North-South and another onc with alignmcnts of foundations for 
columns madc out of volcanic rock, orientated Northwcst-Southeast, both locatcd on thc platcau 
and having two phascs of construction and utilization. Thc invcntory found insidc consists of 
fcw fragmcnts of ceramic vessels and few iron iterns. 

On thc third tc1nce thcre was a structurc madc (Fig.3 . 1 .) out of: a) an exterior circular 
ring (diameter 1 9 .20- 1 9 .30m, constructed frorn limestonc and volcanic rock slabs, poorly 
polished; b) an intcnncdiary ring ( diamctcr 1 6 .50- 1 6.60m) locatcd approximatcly I m  towards 
thc interior, polygon-shaped, with 36 sidcs of approximatc ly 3 . 50m cach, rnadc oul of whitc 
polished l imestone b locks; powerfol traccs of bumt wood and coal found nearby suggcst thc 
fonner existcncc of a woodcn elcvation; c) a rectangular structure with the apse oricntatcd 
NNW, locatcd in thc middle of the rings, but not quitc in thc centre, with two rooms and two 
cntrances. A bumt wooden beam was discovercd lying ncar thc intcnnediate wall .  Eightccn 
large imn nai ls  shapcd likc a swan head wcrc stuck in it; thcy served pcrhaps for hanging thc 
off crings . Thc post hal ls, thc compact arcas with bumt clay walls, the bumt wood bcams attest 
the cxistcncc of a building with wood and clay walls. The inventory consistcd in fragmcnts of 
ceramic vesscls, which could not bc put togethcr, among which wc namc the largc vcsscls 
without a bottom, thcn thc nails, a door ai1iculation and a broche. 

All of thc rectangular buildings and all thc tc1Taces arc oricntated NNW-SSE (Fig.3 .1 .) ,  
which could indicate a large-scale plan for reshaping thc mountain, according to pm1icular 
behavioral patterns. Monumental stane stairs and pavcd platfonns completcd thc site ' s  
imprcssive architccture. 

In the case of this site, wc observcd how thc same spacc rcceivcd completcly di ffcrcnt 
significations, in rclation with thc identity of thc group that uscd it and related to it. This spacc is 
succcssivcly associated with practicai fcaturcs, and thcn includcd in the sacred sphcrc. l ts 
fcatures, valucd initially for living, wcrc later rcshapcd for rcligious purposcs. 

The relief fonnation on top of which the monument asscmbly was found is dominant in 
thc surrounding landscape, a real visual marker for thc communitics living in thc arca of the Olt 
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valley. This perception induccs powcrful feclings. The access is special  constructed, following 
the relief. There are no water sourccs insidc the walls. 

The location offers large visibi lity and control over the Olt valley (Fig.4.2.), towards 
Racoş, thc Valley of Raci and the Baraolt vallcy. The site was integrated in a network of 
contemporaneous sites and communication routes, a l l  visually interconnected (Fig.4). The relief 
is  strongly human shapcd - terraces sustained by supporting walls, access stairs. We note the 
idea of delimitation, spatia I partitioning as the massir  is delimited natural ly by waters, and the 
plateau is surrounded on three sides by a wall .  

Obscrvers located on the platcau could see the Dcpression of Baraolt, the Olt valley, the 
vallcy or Raci, the ridge mute towards the Black Hill, the Cornu Hill and Tipia Racoşului. The 
only slope of the massif an observer on thc platcau could not visually control ,  namely the 
Western slopc, may be neverthcless completely visually controlled from the fortress of Piatra 
Detunată. Thc visibi lity arca of thc Piatra Detunată fortress concentrates along the defile 
(Fig.4. 1 .) .  J t  a lso controls a part or  the hcight mute towards thc Black !fiii. We underline the 
shared visibi lity between the main sites in thc rcgion Tipia Ormenişului. Piatra Detunată, Cornu 
flii!. 

In thcse analyses, we did not rcgard the potential  obstacles represented by past forest 
vegetation; in addition, the height calculated for the virtual observers did not consider their 
possiblc location on top of high buildings or walls elevatcd above the ground levei .  

The stope analyses pcrfonncd for the site of Tipia Ormenişului and for the relief on the 
lcft sidc of the river Olt, suggest that thc most probable routes for accessing the site used the 
ridgcs from the direction of thc Black flii! and Augustin Valley (Fig.4.1 .) .  These suggestions are 
backcd by thc rcsults or thc visibi lity analysis ,  in which these particular heights are observable 
for someonc insidc thc site. Wc may speculate on thc cxistence of another fortress visible from 
Tipia Ormenişului, located somcwhere towards the Augustin Val ley, meant to supervise the 
sccond part of thcsc ridgc routcs which dcsccnt into the larger Olt Val ley. 

Ir wc rcgard the large numbcr or cult structures (Fig.2 .1 . , 3 . 1 .), the typological variety 
and the monumcntality of thc edificcs, we may consider Tipia Ormenişului one of the Sacred 
Mountain or the Dacians (Sîrbu 2006 1 , p. 33 -80; 20062, p. 27-29). 

:\1oigrad-Măgura Moigradului (Sălaj County). The enclosure is  located on top of a 
platcau, oval in shape, with a scvcn hcctares surface and elevated more than 200 meters above 
thc surrounding vallcys . The imposing massivc is  probably thc resuit of a volcanic activity 
(Fig.5. 1 .) .  

The cxcavations represcnt less than six perccnt of the total surface (3700 m2) (Fig.7.2) . 
Ncvertheless, the interpretations of thc archacological remains dating back to the 2nd century BC 
- 1 st century AD i s  sti l l  a mattcr or  scientific debate (Macrea, Rusu, Mitro fan 1 962, p .  485-502; 
Matei, Pop 200 1 ,  p. 253-277; Sîrbu 1 994, p .  39-59). 

In the beginning, the archacological fcaturcs discovered here were described as 
incineration graves in cylindrical pits, but anthropological analyses showed that this was not a 
statement that could bc backed up. 

Latcly, thc discovery of a few dwel lings and fortification structures was used for 
supporting the idea that the site functioned initially, in the I st  century, BC as a sacred enclosure 
and then, in the 1 s t  century AD, as a fortification. 

In our opinion, the topographic situation and the assembly of discoveries indicate that a 
sacred enclosure functioned at Moigrad, givcn the plateau with steep slopes (Fig. 7.1 )  and the 
fact that the lack of water sources did not secure proper living conditions. 
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The 200 pits (Fig.9. 1 ;  9.3.) discovercd unti l now may support our statement - they show 
obvious ritual fcaturcs ( dcposits of itcms - Fig.9.2, traces of fire, animal bones, and rarely 
human bones). ln addition, wc should consider the discovery of many isolated fireplaces (almost 
30) and agglomcrations of matcrials depositcd on soi i .  Sometimes all the three types of 
complcxcs wcrc ovcrlapped. Thc severa! dwcllings are rather small and located on the edge of  
the plateau. Thcy date back to thc 1 st ccntu1y AD. This fact cannot change the sacred character 
of thc site as the cult practitioncrs must have livcd somcwhere. 

The forti fi cation is rather small and could bc a delimitation of the plateau as this type of 
structurc (ditch with vallum) (Fig. 8.2. ; 8.3.)  was not in use at that date - 1 51 century AD in the 
Dacian fortresscs - surroundcd with stonewalls and with smaller surfaces (Glodariu 1 983 ,  p .  75-
1 2  l ). 

The topographical rcprcscntation of thc site i l lustrates its dominant position in the region 
(Fig.8. 1 ;  8.4.), thc hard acccss on top and thc stccpness of its s lopes. The site induces an 
ovcrwhelming visual impact, given it stands 200111 above the surroundings val leys and i s  
isolatcd from thc surroundings. Thc upper platcau is oricntatcd NNE-SSW ( Fig.7.2 .) and i s ,  in 
fact, not ilat, which could indicate ancicnt tcrracing works. Thc visual analysis calculated for a 
1 5  kilomctcrs rangc indicatcs a rathcr regional statute for the site, as the main circulation route 
in the arca is not visible from Moigrad, but another one is, a sccondary circuit that links it with 
thc main one. 

Ocniţa (Ocnele Ma1i - Vâlcea County). The prospcrity of the local communities (rich 
invcntory, roman imp011s) was bascd on vc1y rich salt resourccs located a l l  a long the area 
(Bcrciu 1 98 1  ) . 

Two f011rcsscs built on a hil l  shaped as half a circle (Fig.6.1 ;  6.2 . ;  1 0), were probably 
mcant to protcct thcsc vcry important salt resources and control thc local trade. The same massif 
is  a lso the location for an arca with votive deposits and a largc settlcment at the bottom. Al i  thc 
sitcs are from thc pc1iod bctwccn the 2nd century BC - the cnd of the I st ccntury AD. 

Thc site included a superior platcau (Fig. 1 1 )  and scvcn tcrraccs, arranged as stairs, and 
oricntcd Wcst North-West-East-South-East (Fig. 10.1 .) .  Underground chambers and pcrhaps 
hundrcds of pits wcrc discovcrcd hcrc. To thcsc wc may add scvcn l ittle dwel lings. The 
acropolis and thc first three terraces wcre f011i ficd, but the general fortification systcm is now 
rathcr di fficult to dcciphcr as thcrc is no plan of thc excavations and thc earth collapsed in those 
arcas. 

Locatcd on thc superior platcau, insidc a rectangular arca l 7x 1 5111, delimited with a 
ditch, thcrc wcrc thrcc underground chambers (Fig.1 1 )  (all containing a very special inventory 
rcsultcd from intcntionally made ritual activities) and traces of edi iices destroyed by powerful  
fircs suggcsting a prcvious existencc of temples. 

Underground chamber numbcr two is oval in shapc (dcpth=2 .40m, diameter=4. 
00x3 .40m) . l t  was dug into the stane thcrc. lt containcd an extremcly rich inventory :  dozens of 
wholc ceramic vesscls, among which wc may mcntion the painted vessels and thc rush light 
cups, and dozens of fragments of pottery, scvcn anthropomorphic clay figurines, a roman sword 
(gladius) with scabbard, an anowhead, a spearhcad, a curved dagger (sica), knives, different 
othcr iron items, fivc bronze iibulae, two roman denari from Augustus, fragments from vessels 
with Grcek inscriptions mcntioning a potte1y workshop belonging to a local basileus. 

From underground chambcr number thrce, among numerous vesscls and metal itcms, we 
would like to draw attention to thc prcscncc of a bronze human mask, carcfully laid down near 
the wal l .  
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On the fi ith terrace (Fig.1 2.2; 1 2.3), the archaeologists found, disposed on the both sides 
of an alley, 1 26 pits, which contained various inventory items, large pieces of bumt clay walls, 
animal bones, ceramic vesscls and fragments of ceramic vesscls .  In pit 1 05 (Fig. 12. 1 .) ,  dated to 
1 st century BC, one found, among other materials, 25 entire ceramic vessels, a whetstone, an 
iron fibula, an iron shield umbo, half of a dagger scabbard made out of iron and an iron plate 
(Berciu, Iosifaru, Diaconescu 1 993, p. 1 49- 1 56) .  The ceramic vessels were carefully laid down 
in particular positions; the set included 1 2  rush light cups, 1 2  j ars and a porringer, all hand 
made. I f  wc think about the deposit as being carefully arranged and about the positioning of the 
pit in a fi led of pits, we can state that this was a ritual deposit. 

In Ocniţa, one found relatively numerous figurative representations, including the 
aforementioned bronze mask, two medallions and a semicircular item, all made out of bronze, 
and clay anthropomorphic figurines; one aspect worth noticing is the significant number and 
variety of ceramic vessels, weapons, tools, coins and adomments deposited as offerings (Berciu 
1 98 1  ) . 

Pietroasa Mică-Gruiu Dării (Buzău County) . The site from Pietroasa Mică-Gruiu Dării 
is located in the micro region of the Istiita Hil l  - part of the hil ly massifs that borders the Curve 
Carpathians in the South, ensuring the transition towards the lower levels of the Buzău Valley. 
Therefore, a distinct feature of this region remains the abrupt and cicar elcvation difference (30-
60m) betwecn thc last sub-Carpathian hil ls and the plain below. This provides the sites located 
in this rcgion with very good strategic locations in relation with the plain. The l striţa massif i s  
delimited by the Valley of Nişcov to  the North, the Val ley of Sărata to the East and the Val ley 
of Buzău to the South. The total surface is approximately 200km2 and maxim clevation 749m. 
There are salt resources nearby. 

The site from Guiu Di/rii is part of an impressive landscape (Fig.5.2 .), with a powerful 
impact on the observer. The site stands on top of a rocky plateau, elcvated at 534m above the 
plain, surrounded by higher hil ls ,  like in an amphitheatrc. The site enjoys a spectacular view 
towards the plain bclow (Fig.14.1 .) .  This visibi lity is obviously a sharcd perception, as the site is  
observable from the plane, as a genuine landscape marker. 

Al i the perfonned spatia !  analyses emphasized the importance of this relation between 
the site and the plain. The shortest road used to access the site was coming from the plain on the 
Valley of Dara (Fig.14.2). The mast accessible territorics around the site, which implied 
minimal cffort in passing through the relief, were the southem tenaces, which descended into 
the plain and the fields located at the foothill of  the site (as the CSA i l lustrates) . The site is at the 
confluence of three main passing corridors (Fig.14.3), located mainly on peaks and ridges, 
which interconnect the large valleys that surround the Istriţa massif, alsa impmiant 
communication routes in the region . 

Thc plateau was enclosed with a stane wall (Fig. 13 . 1 . ;  15. 1 .) .  Paiis of walls are 
nowadays visible only in the Western and Northem parts of the enclosure, from which only a 
surface of 2500m2 sti l l  stands today, as the Eastem and Southem edges were destroyed by a 
modem limestone quarry (Fig. 13.1 ) .  The surrounding wall , 2 .00-2.20m wide, consists of two 
faces of polished l imestone ti les (parament) and of emplecton (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 1 ;  Sîrbu 20043, 
p .  1 83-2 1 3 ; Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005) .  Considering the preserved remains, mainly the 
foundation, this wall did not seem to posses the necessary features of a fmiification, i ts function 
being, perhaps, that of del imiting the sacred space and of impressing the participants to the 
ceremomcs. 

In the a lmost 1 200 m2 excavated until now in different areas of the enclosure, only three 
types of complexes were registered (Fig.13.2 .)  for the period between 1 st century BC -
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1 st centul)' AD: a) mound-likc dcposits (Fig.1 5.2 ; 15.3.), the majority with a stonc ring at thc 
bottom and fircplaccs discovercd in situ or deposited in secondat)' positions;  b) isolatcd 
fireplaces and c) pits. Betwccn 200 1 -2007 atone, in ovcr 300 excavated square mcters inside the 
cnclosurc and on the First îcITace, the archaeologists found 1 1 1  complcxcs: 70 mound-likc 
deposits, 1 4  isolated fircplaccs and 1 5  pits. To thesc, one may add 1 2  complexcs with unknown 
functionality. The cxcavations carried out on the First Terrace (2006-2007) dcmonstratcd that 
thesc types of votive dcposits cxistcd not only insidc thc cnclosure, but also outside the walls; 
one must also vcri iy the archacological situation on the other existing tcITaces that bordcr thc 
uppcr platcau to thc South and Wcst, dcsccnding as stairs towards thc plain. 

Among thc discovercd complexes, neithcr in situ dwcllings, ncither workshops nor house 
anncxcs wcrc found. The majority or complcxes arc reprcscnted by mound-likc dcposits with 
stonc rings at thc bottom (Fig.1 5.2.), oval or circular in shapc, somctimcs with fircplaces in situ 
found insidc, or just sccondary dcposited, containing burnt pieccs or clay walls, animal bones 
and other itcrns composing rich invcntorics. Thc rings had various diamcters (0.40- 1 . 80111) and a 
prcservcd hcight or 0.20-0 .50111. 

Along thc 1 st ccntury BC- 1 si ccntury AD period, thrcc or faur archacological laycrs with 
this typc or  asscrnblagcs wcre cxcavated. Somc dcposits, as for cxamplc C 1 6  and C 1 9  had the 
aspect of altars , as thcy wcre massive stone constructions considcrably clcvatcd abovc thc soi i ;  
the burnt fircplaccs on  top or thcm could have been conncctcd with some 1ituals .  

Thc discovercd invcntory includes a largc varicty of items; some dcpositcd cntirc, othcr 
wcrc just rragmcnts (Fig. 16) :  ceramic vesscls (almost the entire set of Dacian rccipicnts), tools 
and utcnsi ls, wcapons and hamcss itcms, adomments and drcss acccss01ics, coins, zoomorphic 
and anthropomorphic !igurines . Wc must notice the cxtremely rare prcscnce or agrarian tools or 
or tools for wood and stane works, thc imprcssive numbcr or knivcs, itcms connccted with 
weaving (spindle whorls and clay weights), adornments and dress acccss01ics. Entirc or 
fragmentat)' Hcl lenistic-Roman typc grinders wcrc found insidc thc deposits or as components 
or thc stonc rings. 

Thc abscnce of dwellings may indicate that this site was not a fortiiicd scttlcment. Thc 
distiibution of the discoverics, which occupicd thc cntirc suriacc, did not offcr in fact, any rree 
space for othcr types or complcxcs. Qf COUrSC, thc diSCOVCI)' or SOmC dwcl Jings rcmains a 
probability as thc practitioncrs and guardians o r thc cnclosurcs must havc livcd somcwherc. Thc 
existcncc or  cult edifices also rcmains a possibi lity. 

Thc analysis or thc clcments found insidc thc mound likc deposits suggcstcd the fact that 
thcy containcd burnt parts or dwcll ings and thcir inventOI)', preccded by a ce1tain selection, as 
somc catcg01ics or  items werc totally absent and others appcared rrcquently. 

Wc must al so undcrlinc the important role played by the fire in thc ritual activities 
undc1takcn hcre, fact suggestcd by thc discovery or numcrous fircplaccs. 

Thc dcposits with rich and various invcntorics, usually composed from alrcady used 
arti facts, o ftcn, valuablc itcms (Fig.1 6), cxprcss thc strong cultic motivation that prcssurcd the 
pcoplc to givc thcm away. Ncvertheless, wc should assert that hcrc, onc found ncithcr hoards of 
si lvcr itcms and coins nor hoards of other items. Only the entire asscmbly of itcms deposited in 
this site may bc rcgarded as a "hoard". Wc consider thc site as a sacred cnclosurc (temenos). 

Final considerations 
As various histOI)' or rcligion studies demonstratcd, thc choicc of a sa cred place regardcd 

ccrtain objective considcrations and others, more subjcctive. Conclusivcly, Mircea Eliadc, one 
or the mast known rcsearchcrs in the field, statcd: Any sacred space implies a hierophany, an 
explosion of sacrum ithich leads to the iso/afion of a territory from the cosmic environment, 
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making it qualitative d(fferent ( 1 992, p. 26). Somctimcs animals rcvcal thc sacrcd naturc of a 
place or this sacrcd naturc imposcs itsclf as resuit of othcr rnystc1ious signs. 

Unfmtunatcly, thcrc arc no writtcn sourccs or iconographical reprcsentations of thc 
Dacian mcntality to cicar oul thc rcasons Cor which thcy chosc cc11ain spaces as sacred sites. 
That is why wc arc obligcd to identi ty and analyzc the iield raw data. 

Apa11 from thc pan-Dacian ccntcr from Racoş - cxpression of thc official religion, wc 
analyzcd threc regional, contcrnporancous sitcs, bclonging to thc same spiritual culture, 
obviously distinct in cornparison with thc onicial model .  As for Tipia Ormenişului we may 
suppose thc adoration of dcitics in largc stane and wood temples and the functioning of largc 
public ccrcmonics (Fig.2.2.; 3 .1 .), in thc casc of Ocniţa-Colina Sacrii, Moigrad-Mâgura 
Moigradului (Fig.8 ; 9) and Pietroasa M ică-Gruiu Dării (Fig. 15 ;  1 6) we do not have such 
imprcssive structurcs, but dcposits of itcms, in underground chambcrs, pits or piles, associatcd 
with fircplaces. Of coursc, thc prcscncc of cdi ficcs rcmains as wcl l probable for the regional 
ccntcrs, but thesc sitcs did not havc thc rnonumcntality of the official ccntcrs. 

Ncvcrthelcss, thc largc-scalc phcnomcnon of votive dcposits from thcse spaces and the 
iichncss of thcir invcntory sustain that thcy wcrc public sacrcd placcs, probably with a regional 
charactcr, opcncd for communitics living in a largcr arca. We tricd to observe i f  thc obvious 
diffcrcnccs betwccn cultic bchaviors was maintaincd in the case of structuring and intcgrating 
thc sacrcd landscapc. 

Wc can truly spcak about a sacrcd Dacian landscapc, as thc relief was not sclected just 
for similar fcaturcs. In othcr words, it fclt in thc same way, but also modclcd, arranged and 
structurcd by humans. 

Ali thc sitcs wcrc situatcd on top of high platcaus (Fig. 2 ;  5 ;  6 ;  7 ;  8 ;  9), considcrably 
clcvatcd abovc thc sun-ounding relief, gcncrating a strong visual impact, inacccssible and 
unsuitablc for an cvcryday living. Thc relief was large-scale modi ficd trough terracing and 
lcvcling activitics. 

Thesc cult arcas wcrc not isolatcd, but intcgratcd in an asscmblagc of  contcmporaneous 
sitcs. Thc sacrcd arcas wcrc dclirnitatcd by stccp slopcs or watcrs and by ditchcs and walls .  Thc 
votive dcposits and thc cult structurcs werc in rnany cascs ovcrlapped in multiple lcvels. 

Thcsc similaritics rnay indicate thc cxi stcncc of comrnunitics with similar cultural 
fcaturcs. lt wi l l  rcmain a task of thc futurc studics to arguc if, in thc context of a supposed 
conncction bctwccn thc central rcligious authority and thc po litica! authority, thcsc differences 
can bc cxplaincd as a multitudc of politica! structurcs (idea that rcfines thc gcncrally acceptcd 
thcory of a Dacian centralism in thc 1 st century BC - 1 st ccntury AD) .  

Thcrc is  no  doubt that wc can also accept anothcr interprctation for thc sacrcd ccntcrs 
frorn Pietroasa M ică-Gruiu Dârii, Moigrad-Mâgura Moigradului and Ocniţa-Colina Sacrâ. 
Narnely, thcy could bc regional cult ccntcrs, which did not competc with the official cult but, 
instcad, rcprcscntcd complcrncntary bclicfs and practiccs, having old traditions rootcd in the 
mcntal ity of the Dacian communities. 

Thc archacological discove1ics point to an cvcr-increasing diversity of cult sites and 
figurative rcprcscntations in the arca inhabited by Gcto-Dacians, which suggests that notable 
diffcrcnccs, in tenns of both religion and collcctivc imagcry, wcrc present (Sîrbu 2006, p .  2 1 -86; 
99-1 02). Based on thc monumental character of  such cult centers (ex . ,  Ocniţa, Pietroasa Mică­
Gruiu Dării), it is obvious that they arc thc cxprcssion of a regional politica! and rcligious el ite , 
which had at its disposal significant economic and hurnan rcsourccs for establishing such cult 
sitcs. This could indicate thc intcntion of the regional politica! structures to stand out in tenns of 
rcligion as wel l .  
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Pcrhaps the tirne has come to stop talking of just "a Geto-Dacian religion" and start 
acccpting thc cxistcncc or an increasingly visible religious diversity. l t  rcmains to be seen what 
was thc rclationship bctwccn thc rel igious cult ccnters with certain types of temples, as an 
cxprcssion of an "o llicial" rcligion, one considered "pan-Dacian" (Sîrbu 2006 1 , p. 7 1 -86;  20062, 
p. 59-62), and these regional cult centers, as a spiritual maniiestation of local structures. 
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Fig. 1 .  Temples and sacred enclosures at the Geto-Dacians (± 100 BC-106 AD) 

Legend 
1 +  
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3 .  
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5 �  
6 �  
7 0  
8 0  
9 8  

Legend: 1 .  Rectangular temples with columns and circular temples with apse buildings, 2 .  circular 
temples, simple or with apse buildings, 3 .  rectangular temples with columns alignement in/or near the 
fortresses, 4. apse temples in settlements, 5. apse temples and simple circular temples in settlements, 6. 
rectangular temples in settlements, 7. regional religious centers withlwithout temples and rich offerings, 8. 
"pit fields ", 9. isolated circular temples. 

Localities !ist: 1 Bagacina, 2 Băneşti, 3 Băniţa, 4 Bâtca Doamnei, 5 Biharea, 6 Blidaru, 7 Brad, 8 Bratei, 
9 Bucureşti-Tei, 1 O Căpâlna, 1 1  Cârlomăneşti, 1 2 Costeşti, 1 3  Dolinean, 
1 4  Feţele Albe, 1 5  Sarmizegetusa Regia, 1 6  Malaja Kopanja, 1 7  Meleia, 1 8  Moigrad, 1 9  Ocniţa, 
20 Oradea-Salca, 2 1  Orlea, 22 Pecica, 23 Piatra Crai vii, 24 Piatra Roşie, 
25 Pietroasa Mică, 26 Piscu Crăsani, 27 Popeşti, 28 Pustâiosu, 29 Augustin, 30 Rudele, 
3 1  Sântimbru-Miercurea Ciuc, 32 Sf. Gheorghe-Bedehaza, 33 Sighişoara-Wietenberg, 
34 Zvoriştea. 
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�l� � Tipia ienişului 

--· 

Dealul Negru 

i 

Fig. 2 .  Racoş - Tipia Ormenişului. l .  General view from North; 2. Virtual reconstruction 
of the plateau - view from East. 
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Fig. 3 .  Racoş - Tipia Ormenişului. 1 .  General plan; 2 .  Three-dimensional reconstruction of the edifices 
located on the plateau (cazarma in the background and the edifice with alignments ofbasis for colurnns 
made out of limestone) after the architectural proposals of Antonescu 1 984, p.58-66, fig. 39-40. 
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4. 1 .  

Possible ridge route 

Possible valley route 

- Visually control led area from the plateau 
of Tipia Ormenisului 

- Visibility area of 1 5  km calculated for - Visibility area of 1 5  km 
the plateau of Tipia Ormenisului calculated for the site 

Piatra Detunata 

4.2. 

Fig. 4. Racoş - Tipia Ormenişului. 1 .  Slope Analysis;  2 .  Viewshed Analysis: 1 .  Tipia Ormenişului 
2. Piatra Detunată; 3 .  Tipia Racoşului; 4. Dealul Negru; 5 .  Dealul Cornu. 
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5 . 1 .  

5 .2 .  

Fig. 5 .  General views. 1 .  Măgura Moigradului; 2 .  Pietroasa mică - Gruiu Dării 
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6. 1 .  

Sacred HI/I 

6.2. 

6 .3 .  

Fig .  6. Ocniţa. 1 .  General view from Northwest; 2 .  Three-dimensional reconstruction of the relief in a 
Slope Analysis - view from Northwest; 3 .  The altimetric profile of the site (South North). 
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Fig. 7. Măgura Moigradului . 1 .  Relief representation of the 
microregion; 2 .  General plan of the plateau. 
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Fig. 8 .  Magura Moigradului. 1 .  Altimetric 
profile of the microregion 
(Southeast-Northwest); 2. Altimetric profile of 
the hill (West-East); 3 .  Altimetric profile of the 
hill (South-North); 4. Three -dimensional 
reconstruction of the relief in a S lope analysis -
view from West. 
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Fig. 9. Măgura Moigradului. 1 .  Pit 55  - vertical drawing; 2.  Inventory of pit 55 ;  3 .  Pit 55 ;  
(9. 1 . , 9 .2 . ,  after Macrea, Russu, Mitrofan 1 962) 

204 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Fig. 1 0. Ocniţa. I .General plan of the archacological assemblage; 2 .  Panoramic view of the site 
from Northwest. 
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Fig. 1 1 . 1 .  Ocnita 
General plan of the first two terraces 
and Acropolis. The features were 
identified în the field with the help of 
Mrs Mariana Iosifaru 
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Fig. 1 1 . 2 .  
3D-View from South-West 
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1 2 . 1 .  
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S XIX 

S XIX 1 2 .3 . 

Fig. 1 2 .  Ocniţa. 1 .  The inventory of pit 1 05 located on the Fifth Terrace; 2 .  The plan of the Fifth Terrace; 
3. Detail of an excavation surface researched on the Fifth Terrace ( 1 2 . 1 „  1 2.2„ 1 2 .3 .  after Berciu, Iosifaru, 
Diaconescu 1 993, p. 1 53-4, pl. I I I-IV, pl. I I ,  p. 1 50, pl. I). 
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Fig 1 3 .  Pietroasa Mică - Gruiu Darii. 1 .  
General plan; 2. Detail plan. 
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1 4. 1 .  

1 4 .2 .  

1 4. 3 .  

Fig. 1 4. Pietroasa Mică - Gruiu Dării. I .  Viewshed Analysis; 2 .  Least Cost Surface Analysis; 3 .  Three 
dimensional reconstruction of the relief in a Slope Analysis - view from Northwest. 

209 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



o 

Black soil with fragments 
of burnt clay walls 

--0,41 
� o f)�.37 

Q 

S2 1 -2005 · - - - - -
1 m  

linking 
material 

B 

- - - - -

c:2> stone 

p pottery 

• bone 

l m  

dismantled 
area 

1 5 . 1 .  

1 5 .2 .  

1 5 .3 .  

Fig. 1 5 .  Pietroasa Mică - Gruiu Dării; 1 .  Vertical drawing of  the wall; 2 .  Feature number 75; 
3 .  Excavation surface 2 1  - plan drawing. 
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Fig. 1 5 .  Pietroasa Mică - Gruiu Dării - The inventory of features 1 8  (Positions in drawing I, 2, 6, 7, 8, 12) 
38 (16, 28), 41 (20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 2 7, 30), 44 ( 1 7, 18, 19, 23, 24), 46 (3, 4, 5, 9, 1 0, 11, 13, 14, 15). 
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